The

Herald
June/ July/ August 2020

Newsletter for the Congregation
And Friends of

ZION EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
101 N. Greenwood Street, Tamaqua, PA 18252
(570) 668-2180 ~ FAX (570)668-2181
Pastor ~ Cindy White
Melody Gensure ~ Parish Administrator - Email~ zionlcof@verizon.net
Parish website ~ www.ziontamaqua.com

Our Mission: Zion proclaims the Gospel of Jesus Christ through Word and Sacrament as Gospel
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Dear Brothers and Sisters of Zion and friends,
May you be blessed with peace and good health as we transition into summer. I pray
happy memories abound for you and your family for the summer of 2020. Unfortunately,
Covid 19 will continue to be a continual concern for us for the unforeseeable future. We
have currently moved into the yellow phase of the Covid 19 here in Tamaqua. This being
said, a great deal of time has been spent ensuring your return to a clean and safe experience
for in person worship at Zion. I am very excited and thankful to see everyone again. You
will find all of the guidelines printed in this publication. Many thanks, to the property
committee and Kim Eckert for taking care of the physical needs of our church. The spiritual
needs have been attended to daily with the morning prayer segments that have been available
since “stay in place” restrictions began. The children have had opportunities to learn about
Jesus four times a week with Mr. Michael. Our worship services continue to be streamed
live and cataloged for anyone that wishes to see them at a different time. These may all be
accessed through our website at www.ziontamaqua.com With God’s help, we have
attempted to do everything we can to keep you connected. My heartfelt thanks to George
Taylor, Michael Haspe, Sandy Mehalko and Melody Gensure for keeping God’s people of
Zion and beyond, spiritually well and informed. Your executive, finance, outreach and
music and worship committees have been working overtime to compensate for any changes
as a result of this unprecedented time. Please rest assured…All is well with Zion.
I want to thank everyone that has been faithfully sending in their tithes and offering.
The Good News of Christ and many of our ministries have been able to continue
seamlessly due to your generosity.
Our country is currently experiencing a great deal of turmoil. I am reminded of this Bible
verse from Joshua 1:9 “Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be
afraid; do not be discouraged, for the Lord your God will be with you wherever you go”.
Please hold this verse close to your hearts during these trying times. This is God’s promise
to us. We move forward in faith as a God’s people KNOWING God continues to be in
charge. May our mutual love in Christ bind us together as we continue to love and serve all
of God’s people in need. We will continue to face challenges due to Covid 19 and current
events in our country and world. To reiterate, Scripture reminds us all to be “strong and
courageous”. INDEED, with God’s help WE WILL. I will look forward to seeing you all
in church.
Yours in Christ,
Pastor Cindy
2

Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church
Re-Opening Guidelines & Expectations - SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICES

Introduction
In the interest of safety, the congregational council of Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church has adopted these practices
to promote a sanitary worship experience. Guidelines and protocols have been derived from the recommended
practices from both the Centers for Disease Control, and the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. The council
would ask that you prayerfully discern when the appropriate time will be for you to return to church. Patience, grace,
and flexibility will be necessary as you strive to make the most appropriate decision for you. The church council is
praying for you and will honor and support your decision. In order to assist you in making your decision we have
outlined our safety guidelines and expectations below. As good and faithful stewards we must highlight the fact that
the CDC states people over 65 or have underlying conditions, are at a greater risk for covid19. It is expected that if
you have been in contact with anyone ill over the past 14 days and/or are exhibiting symptoms of illness you refrain
from attending in person services.

Physical Building and Grounds
Attendance: We will follow state guidelines for gathering size. At this time, it is no more than 25 persons per service.
This number will increase as we transition to the green phase.
Arrival: No sooner than 15 minutes before the start time of the scheduled service. Congregants will enter via the
Mauch Chunk Office Entrance only, and receive a bulletin, and communion kit. You will place your offering in the
plate at this time and be seated by an usher.
Common Areas: The following areas of the church are closed. The Gathering Room, Library, Choir Room,
Classrooms, Gym and Kitchen. No Access to the first or third floor.
Restrooms: Congregants will use only the All Gender Restroom 2 on the Sanctuary Level. The designated Men’s and
Ladies Rooms in the stair towers, and the All Gender Restroom on Level 1 are closed. The All Gender Restroom can
accommodate 1 person at a time, and we ask you follow social distance practices if you are waiting to use the
restroom.
Fresh Air: Windows will be open to encourage fresh air over recycled air.

Hygiene, Safety, & Physical Distancing
Hand Sanitizer: We will provide hand sanitizer at all entrances and in the pews. Hand sanitizer bottles will be
disinfected after each service.
Surfaces: Door handles, handrails, pews, and pew backs will be disinfected after each worship service.
Face masks: Face masks/coverings are required.
Hand Washing: All congregants are reminded to wash their hands frequently, and to use hand sanitizer when water
and soap are not available.
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Services: In order to socially distance, and accommodate as many congregants as possible, three services will be
offered. Doors will be unlocked no sooner than 15 mins prior to the start of the service. At this time services will
5:30pm on Saturday, and 8am, and 10am on Sunday. Congregants are asked to follow social distancing guidelines by
observing the ground markings on the pavement while they are waiting to enter the church.
Entering the Church: When the doors are open, family units will be guided in one at a time. Congregants will receive
bulletins, a communion kit. They will place their offering in the plate at this time and be guided to their seat by an
usher. There will be two empty pews in between each seated pew.
Exiting the Church: At the conclusion of the service, following the organ postlude, we ask congregants to exit the
church while observing social distancing. There will be no social gathering until we transition to the green phase.
While we understand not socializing with our church family is difficult, we ask you to exit the building in a timely
manner so we can begin sanitation procedures for the next service. Please take your bulletin, and communion kit home
for disposal.

Speaking, Singing, and Playing Instruments in Worship
All Liturgy will be spoken, and in person worshippers will NOT sing the hymns as the organ plays. Singing together,
even from a distance, is one of the riskiest behaviors due to the spread of aerosol and droplets that can carry the virus a
significant distance and remain suspended in the air. A cloth mask is unlikely to protect you or your neighbor during
singing. There will be no use of wind instruments (ex. trumpets) until the green phase.
Hymnals: Hymnals have been removed from the pews. Everything you need will be printed in the bulletin.

Worship Practices
Kneeling: There will be no kneeling at this time.
Offering: You will place your offering in the plate, as you enter the church.
Sharing of the Peace: There will be no hugging, handshaking, or body contact during the Sharing of the Peace. We
ask that you remain in your pew, exchange the words, and offer a wave, or a reverent bow.
Holy Baptism: The baptismal font will be sanitized and filled with fresh water before a baptism. The baptismal font
will be closed if no baptism is taking place. In the event the font cover is off we ask congregants not to touch the
water.
Holy Communion: Communion will take place in the pews at the direction of the Pastor. When it is time for
communion, congregants will be directed to sanitize their hands in the pews prior to opening their communion kits.
Worship leaders will sanitize their hands at the altar. After communion please put the wine/juice cup back in the bag
and take it home with you for disposal.

Worship Leadership
Worship leaders do not need to wear masks when they are 6 feet or more away from the congregation. (an analogy for
this would be public health officials who do not wear masks for press conferences when following physical distancing
protocol) Leaders may still choose to wear masks and should, if they come into closer proximity with others.
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Worship Leadership will be as follows:
Pastor – Leads the Worship Service
Worship Assistant - Serves as an Usher before service, & Acolyte/Lay Communion Assistant during service
Reader – Serves as an Usher before service, and a Cantor/Lector during service
Sound/Video Technician - Serves as an Usher before service, brings offering forward, and records
service. Church Organist – Plays organ during service.

Provisional Timeline by Size of Gathering
During the yellow phase we are permitted to have 25 occupants in the church. (5 Church Staff, & 20 Congregants)
The process for selecting who will attend worship is as follows: Regularly Attending Congregants will be contacted in
alphabetical order to schedule the day and time you will attend church “Regularly Attending Congregant” is defined
as a congregant who attends church 2 or more times a month under normal circumstances. If you attend less than
twice a month and would like to attend, please contact the church and express your interest in attending services. Due
to the limited number of spaces available, if you agree to attend please do attend. In the event something comes up
please contact the church so we can open your seat to another parishioner. In order to stay within the required
guidelines of 25 occupants, please do not show up at the church if you have not been contacted to attend.
Unfortunately, if your name is not on the schedule for the service, we will be unable to admit you into the church. We
assure you everyone will get a turn to attend. To reiterate please know attendance is a personal choice, and it is
understandable if now is not the right time for you. Online Worship will continue to be an alternative option for those
not wishing to participate in “in person worship” at this time.
Elevator: Congregants needing to use the elevator to enter/exit the church, can request this when they are contacted to
attend church. Arrangements can be made for anyone needing assistance. On days it is used, the elevator will go
through our sanitation process to ensure your safety.

Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church
Re-Opening Guidelines & Expectations - SATURDAY WORSHIP SERVICES

Introduction
In the interest of safety, the congregational council of Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church has adopted these practices
to promote a sanitary worship experience. Guidelines and protocols have been derived from the recommended
practices from both the Centers for Disease Control, and the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. The council
would ask that you prayerfully discern when the appropriate time will be for you to return to church. Patience, grace,
and flexibility will be necessary as you strive to make the most appropriate decision for you. The church council is
praying for you and will honor and support your decision. In order to assist you in making your decision we have
outlined our safety guidelines and expectations below. As good and faithful stewards we must highlight the fact that
the CDC states people over 65 or have underlying conditions, are at a greater risk for covid19. It is expected that if
you have been in contact with anyone ill over the past 14 days and/or are exhibiting symptoms of illness you refrain
from attending in person services.
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Physical Building and Grounds
Attendance: We will follow state guidelines for gathering size. At this time, it is no more than 25 persons per service.
This number will increase as we transition to the green phase.
Arrival: No sooner than 15 minutes before the start time of the scheduled service. Congregants will enter via the
Mauch Chunk Corner Entrance only, and receive a bulletin, and communion kit (if applicable. You will place your
offering in the plate at this time and be seated by an usher.
Common Areas: The following areas of the church are closed. The Gathering Room, Library, Choir Room,
Classrooms, Gym and Kitchen. No Access to the second or third floor.
Restrooms: Congregants will use only the All Gender Restroom 1 on the First Level. The designated Men’s and
Ladies Rooms in the stair towers, and All Gender Restroom 2 on Level 2 are closed. The All Gender Restroom can
accommodate 1 person at a time, and we ask you follow social distance practices if you are waiting to use the
restroom.
Fresh Air: Windows will be open to encourage fresh air over recycled air.

Hygiene, Safety, & Physical Distancing
Hand Sanitizer: We will provide hand sanitizer at all entrances and in the seats. Hand sanitizer bottles will be
disinfected after each service.
Surfaces: Door handles, handrails, chairs, and armrests will be disinfected after each worship service.
Face masks: Face masks/coverings are required.
Hand Washing: All congregants are reminded to wash their hands frequently, and to use hand sanitizer when water
and soap are not available.
Services: In order to socially distance, and accommodate as many congregants as possible, three services will be
offered. Doors will be unlocked no sooner than 15 mins prior to the start of the service. At this time services will
5:30pm on Saturday, and 8am, and 10am on Sunday. Congregants are asked to follow social distancing guidelines by
observing the ground markings on the pavement while they are waiting to enter the church.
Entering the Church: When the doors are open, family units will be guided in one at a time. Congregants will receive
bulletins, a communion kit (if applicable). They will place their offering in the plate at this time and be guided to their
seat by an usher. There will be two empty pews in between each seated pew.
Exiting the Church: At the conclusion of the service, following the closing prayer, we ask congregants to exit the
church while observing social distancing. There will be no social gathering until we transition to the green phase.
While we understand not socializing with our church family is difficult, we ask you to exit the building in a timely
manner so we can begin sanitation procedures for the next service. Please take your bulletin, and communion kit (if
applicable) home for disposal.
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Speaking, Singing, and Playing Instruments in Worship
All Liturgy will be spoken, and in person worshippers will NOT sing hymns. Singing together, even from a distance,
is one of the riskiest behaviors due to the spread of aerosol and droplets that can carry the virus a significant distance
and remain suspended in the air. A cloth mask is unlikely to protect you or your neighbor during singing. There will
be no use of wind instruments (ex. trumpets) until the green phase.
Hymnals: Not Applicable. Hymnals & Songbooks are not used during the Saturday Service.

Worship Practices
Kneeling: Not Applicable. There is no kneeling during the Saturday Service.
Offering: You will place your offering in the plate, as you enter the church.
Sharing of the Peace: There will be no hugging, handshaking, or body contact during the Sharing of the Peace. We
ask that you remain in your seat, exchange the words, and offer a wave, or a reverent bow.
Holy Baptism: The baptismal font will be sanitized and filled with fresh water before a baptism. The baptismal font
will be closed if no baptism is taking place. In the event the font cover is off we ask congregants not to touch the
water.
Holy Communion: (If Applicable) Communion will take place in your seat at the direction of the Pastor. When it is
time for communion, congregants will be directed to sanitize their hands in their seats prior to opening their
communion kits. Worship leaders will sanitize their hands at the altar. After communion please put the wine/juice cup
back in the bag and take it home with you for disposal.

Worship Leadership
Worship leaders do not need to wear masks when they are 6 feet or more away from the congregation. (an analogy for
this would be public health officials who do not wear masks for press conferences when following physical distancing
protocol) Leaders may still choose to wear masks and should, if they come into closer proximity with others.
Worship Leadership will be as follows:
Pastor – Leads the Worship Service
Worship Assistant - Serves as an Usher before service, & Acolyte/Lay Communion Assistant during service
Sound/Video Technician - Serves as an Usher before service, brings offering forward, and records service.

Provisional Timeline by Size of Gathering
During the yellow phase we are permitted to have 25 occupants in the church. (5 Church Staff, & 20 Congregants)
The process for selecting who will attend worship is as follows: Regularly Attending Congregants will be contacted in
alphabetical order to schedule the day and time you will attend church. “Regularly Attending Congregant” is defined
as a congregant who attends church 2 or more times a month under normal circumstances. If you attend less than
twice a month and would like to attend, please contact the church and express your interest in attending services. Due
to the limited number of spaces available, if you agree to attend please do attend. In the event something comes up
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please contact the church so we can open your seat to another parishioner. In order to stay within the required
guidelines of 25 occupants, please do not show up at the church if you have not been contacted to attend.
Unfortunately, if your name is not on the schedule for the service, we will be unable to admit you into the church. We
assure you everyone will get a turn to attend. To reiterate please know attendance is a personal choice, and it is
understandable if now is not the right time for you. Online Worship will continue to be an alternative option for those
not wishing to participate in “in person worship” at this time.
Elevator: Congregants needing to use the elevator to enter/exit the church, can request this when they are contacted to
attend church. Arrangements can be made for anyone needing assistance. On days it is used, the elevator will go
through our sanitation process to ensure your safety.

THE TIE THAT BINDS
We are having ZOOM meetings Wednesday evenings at 7 p.m. We suggest that you download ZOOM to your
computer or phone before the meeting and test it.
You will be able to see others in the group if they have a camera on the computer or if they are using their cell
phone. So you will want to test both your camera and build-in microphone.
This will be a time to chat, pray and sing. The invitation has been sent to Zion's email list. If you are not on that
list, please contact zionlcof@verizon.net.

Morning Prayer on Facebook and Website: Rev. Cindy White reads a
selected Bible verse and offers a brief message or song Wednesdays at 9 a.m.
Individuals with specific prayer requests can email those requests to Pastor
White at zionlutheranrev@gmail.com.

Congregational meeting – There will be a brief Congregational
Meeting to vote on necessary parsonage repairs on the weekend of
June 27/28. If we are still yellow, the meeting will open after the
Saturday evening service, and adjourned after the Sunday 10:00
AM service. If we are in the Green Phase by then, the meeting will
be open after the Saturday evening service, and adjourned after
the 9:00 AM service. Once we turn green, there will only be one Sunday service at 9 AM. We
will be back to our regular schedule. The property committee appreciates your attendance as a
quorum needs to be met.
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Urgent: Deadline June 30, 2020
Attention Volunteers and
Employees,
It is time for our Background checks in accordance with our By-laws. All
paid staff and volunteers that work with children and youth need to have
PA State Police, PA Child Abuse Clearance, and Federal Criminal History Report; this includes Sunday School
and VBS staff, nursery helpers, youth group volunteers, and culinary. If you do not have a computer
or access to a printer to print necessary documents, please contact the church office. If you have documents
through a place of employment, please see that we get copies. If you do not have the proper paperwork

filled out by the deadline of June 30, 2020 you will not be able to participate in any activities that
involve children. No exceptions will be made!
Safe Place is a policy for Prevention of Sexual Misconduct with Minor and Dependent Persons. It was established by
the authority of the Congregation Council of Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church, Tamaqua, and first enacted by vote
on July 1, 2015. It is the purpose of this policy to provide guidelines for the prevention of sexual misconduct in the
activities and programs of the congregation and to ensure that Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church is a safe place, and
in compliance with the laws of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.
Provisions of this policy include, but are not limited to:
1. Paid staff must have PA State Police, PA Child Abuse Clearance, and Federal Criminal History Report (all
three).
2.

Volunteers, age 18 and over, must submit PA State Police and PA Child Abuse Clearance, and must submit
either a Federal Criminal History Report or an affidavit certifying that they have resided within Pennsylvania for
the previous ten consecutive years and have not been arrested for (charged with a misdemeanor or felony) or
convicted of any Reportable Offense since the completion of their most recent background checks.

3.

Background checks shall be valid for a period of three years before being renewed and re-submitted.

4.

All paid staff, as well as volunteers dealing with children, shall receive orientation and training regarding the
terms and purposes of this policy from the pastor, paid staff, or other qualified person as designated by the
Congregation Council.

5.

Mandated Reporter Training: There is no current required training for mandated reporters, but because it is good
practice for volunteers to know the signs of abuse and how to make a report, it is suggested that staff and
volunteers complete “Recognizing Child Abuse,” a free, three-hour online course from the University of
Pittsburgh School of Social Work located at www.ReportAbusePA.pitt.edu

Below is the link to start your application process. When you go to this site, it will ask for name, email, and
position(Employment). The system will send an email to you with a link to begin the process. You will receive a
notification email when the background check is complete. You do not need to get an authorization form filled
out or provide the summary of rights if the applicants are using the link.
The system works best from Google Chrome or Mozilla Firefox. Also, using a smartphone or tablet is not
recommended due to the security features. It is common for the applicant to enter information, but not be able to order
the background check from a smartphone. https://Secure.safehiringsolutions.com/app.cfm?id=F2F92314-867F4D13-84A7-930D5B62AA5D
9

Greetings from the Christian Ed Department! It’s been a great year with our
Sunday School and Confirmation classes. I’d like to thank the teachers and members
from the congregation that helped make this year a success! I also hope you’ll join
me in congratulating Cooper, Espen, Michael, and Gabe on completing their 2 year
class. The 4 students received The Rite of Confirmation on May 31 in the presence
of their families.
Camp Out VBS
This year we will embark on an exciting
outdoor Camp Out Adventure! Watch
Facebook and the website for details. If you
are interested in helping with VBS please
contact zionlutheraneducation@gmail.com.
As a reminder if you are interested in
helping with VBS or any children’s
program you must contact the church office
to complete a background check before
June 30.
Have a blessed summer - Michael Haspe Christian Education Director
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Zion’s 2020 Church Council officers: Frank Rudy, President, Chris Henritzy, Vice-President,
Darlene Fetterman, Secretary, Dave Gensure, Treasurer, and Ann Marie Hadesty, Financial
Secretary. Other members of Council include: Sam Caley, Michael Haspe, Ernie Henritzy, Glenn
Fritzinger, Nathan Gerace, Bob Maue Bonnie Painter, Mary Ruth Taylor, and Tiffany Warden; if
you have suggestions or concerns, please seek out a member of Council so that we can promptly
address the needs of the congregation.

P

lease note if you have recently become a member or feel there are changes in your
membership information please fill out a membership packet located in the Gathering
Room. If you need them sent to you, please contact the church office. Thank you for
keeping our records up to date.

UPCOMING EVENTS
August 4, 5, & 6 – Outdoor VBS Program

Kids Camp – Zion Christian Ed Director, Michael Haspe shares
summertime adventures for people of all ages Wednesday at
9:30 am. Join Michael Wednesdays on the Zion Facebook page
and website www.ziontamaqua.com.

Please note that counting is done every two weeks.
Thank you for mailing in your gifts!

Please Join Us!
Saturday Worship – 5:30 pm
Sunday Worship – 8:00 am
Sunday Worship – 10:00 am
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Would you like to make a gift to our Capital Campaign today? Do you
need an envelope for your gift? Blank envelopes can be found in the rear
of the church on either side. Please just write your name and Capital
Campaign on the envelope so we can give you credit; and place the
envelope in the boxes found on the wall on either side at the back on the
sanctuary. For information on our Capital Campaign, please visit our
website at http://www.ziontamaqua.com/capital-campaign/
Remember to shop with the AmazonSmile program. Amazon
will donate 0.5% of the price of your eligible AmazonSmile
purchases to Zion whenever you shop on AmazonSmile.
AmazonSmile is the same Amazon you know. Same products, same
prices, same service.
Support Zion by shopping at
smile.amazon.com. Just go to our website or Facebook and click
the link. Thanks in advance for your support!!
The Altar Flower and Bulletin Sponsor list for 2020 is on the bulletin board. The costs
of the flowers are $26.50 and individuals will be billed from the florist. The cost of the
bulletin sponsorship is $16.00 and monies are due when you place your name on the list.
You can also sponsor the Candles for the month at $40. Please remember to fill out a
card with your honorarium or memorial this information is needed for the bulletin.
Please do not sign up without filling out a form. These sponsorships are on a first come
first serve basis; this is to ensure that everyone has equal opportunity to sponsor these
memorials. Please contact the church office if you have questions. Thank you in advance
for your cooperation.

PLEASE WELCOME OUR CONFIRMANDS
Affirming their baptism through the Rite of Confirmation on Sunday, May 31, 2020 are:
Cooper Aiden Ansbach
Michael Ronald Benderawicz

Espen Hunter Ansbach
Gabriel James Erbe

Please give thanks for the commitments these Confirmands are making to God and to the
Church.

12

DEADLINE:

All information for

Office Hours ~
Monday & Wednesday
12:00 – 5:00 pm
Tuesday & Thursday
8:00 am – 1:00 pm
Please use door located on Mauch
Chunk Street, ring bell

the September issue of the “Herald” is
due at the church office no later than
Monday, August 24, 2020. You may email
your
information
to
zionlcof@verizon.net or stop in during regular
office hours.
Thank you for your cooperation!

Hospitalizations - If you or someone
you know is hospitalized, please call the church
office at 668-2180. Due to the HIPAA Law names
are no longer published in the newspaper and we
are not contacted by the hospital unless the
patient requests it, when admitted, let them
know you are a member of Zion Lutheran church.
Zion Lutheran Church Lehigh Valley System
Hospital Code is 356; If you are admitted to a
hospital in the Lehigh Valley Hospital system
(not St. Luke’s/ Miner’s) and you want our church
and Pastor to be notified, provide Zion’s Code #
356 when you provide admission information.

Eucharistic Ministers – Judy Brennan, Deb
Davies, and Paul Fegley were each trained to
be Eucharistic Ministers by Lutheran
Congregational Services. They are available
to those who have not been able to attend
Zion regularly offering them a time to visit
and communion. They will call before they
come. If you would like a visit and
communion, Please contact the church
office at 570-668-2180.

Wisdom of Solomon 7:7
Therefore, I prayed, and
understanding was given me;
I called on God, and the spirit
of wisdom came to me.
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Please continue to use your Boyer’s key tag every time you shop
in any Boyer’s Markets. If you do not have a Boyer's tag, please
ask for one from Beth Marcavage, Ann Marie Hadesty or Melody
Gensure. Thank you for your participation in this program.
Keep using those cards!
We also collect REDNER's receipts and turn them in for cash
please put them in the container in the Gathering room or mail them to the church
office. Please keep saving your receipts! Please note if you are turning in Redners

receipts please do not cut off the Save a tape portion of the receipt, this makes
it invalid and we cannot turn them in, thank you and keep saving!

In talking with the people John says in Luke 3:11 “Whoever has
two tunics should share with him who has none, and whoever has
food should do the same.” This is a reminder that the People
Pantry is being used heavily and in need of donations. While
grocery shopping pick up an extra item to share with our less
fortunate community neighbors. “Each one must give as he has
decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God
loves a cheerful giver.” 2 Corinthians 9:7

ATTENTION GRADUATING CONFIRMED ZION
MEMBERS: CLASS OF 2020
Please submit a photo ASAP with information on high school
graduating from, where you will be attending school or what your
future plans may be, major, parents’ names and how you were
involved with Zion. You may submit your photo and information
to the church office. Thank you.

Reminder:

Member information packets were mailed to individuals that we were missing
information from our records. Please fill them out and return them to the church office. Please note
that information is not shared and is confidential. We need to this information for various reports
that we provide to the ELCA about demographics of our congregations. Thank you in advance.
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COMMITTEE CONTACT PEOPLE

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Altar Guild
Sandy Graham - 570-449-1092
Finance
Bob Jones - rjones4621@aol.com
Endowment
Walter Weston - gutww@verizon.net
Care Corps
Gail Jones- rjones4621@aol.com
Capital Campaign
Dave Fetterman – dfet@ptd.net
Outreach
George Taylor - gtay200@verizon.net
Culinary Crew
Ralph Derr - ralph4@ptd.net
Goods n Stuff
Michael Haspe - mhaspe@aol.com
Property
Mark Valentine- maval1@ptd.net
Catechetical Coordinator
Pastor White - Loupastor4@gmail.com
Christian Education/Sunday School/ Michael Haspe - mhaspe@aol.com VBS
Acolyte Director
Art Connely
Worship and Music/Choir
Sandy Mehalko - joesan@ptd.net

Thank you! Thank you! The Capital Campaign Committee is excited to tell you Zion has reached a milestone
in its fund raising efforts! The committee is very pleased to report that our church has raised almost
$250,000.00 ($242,088.50) in contributions since the first gifts were received in the fourth quarter, 2016.
Zion’s Church Council and Capital Campaign Committee would like to thank you for your continued
generosity and commitment to the exterior renovation of our church. This is a great accomplishment and you
should be very proud of your efforts to restore the beauty of our magnificent building and help ensure the
future of Zion’s mission in serving the community.

SUPPORTING OUR SEMINARIAN - As most of you know, we are extremely blessed here at Zion to
have Dillon Epler, one of our own members, studying at seminary to become a Lutheran Pastor. It is
customary for a church to make a gift to support their candidate each semester. Dillon’s tuition will by
covered by seminary grants, however there are still considerable expenses. Church Council is requesting
your support with donations for Dillon’s textbooks. If you would like to make a donation, please write a
check to Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church and designate “For Dillon Epler.” Jesus said to them, “Go into
all the world and preach the gospel to all nations.” (Mark 16:15) Let’s help our brother respond to his call
for ministry with our prayers and gifts.
WHAT IS myEoffering? myEoffering is a service we’ve
teamed up with to give you the ability to send your offerings
online in the same way that many of you already pay bills and
purchase products. WHY SHOULD I USE myEoffering? Many
of you already pay for most of your purchases electronically,
whether online or with a credit or debit card. So we have
decided to offer this service as a convenience to you - you can stop writing checks or having to remember
to bring cash every Sunday. Simply log in to myEoffering and set up your offering. More information is
found in the Gathering Room or on the website www.ziontamaqua.com
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June 1, 2020

Dear church family,
I write to you on the weekend of the Festival of Pentecost (the church’s birthday) and on the
Commemoration Day of Justin Martyr (one of the church's earliest martyrs in the faith).
It is on this weekend that I find it fitting to say thank you for all your support over this past year while I
began seminary. Your kindness, prayers, thoughts, and monetary gifts have been such a blessing. It is
because of your continued support that I can buy textbooks and other supplies, which have and continue to
enhance my growing in seminary.
I want you to know—your support is a blessing to Samantha and me during this time.
Life update:
For those of you, who do not know, Pastor Cindy married Samantha and me in a small chapel ceremony on
Sunday, September 22, 2019, at Zion. It was a lovely ceremony, with just the three of us, and a small
family dinner afterward. We did have a ‘big church’ wedding planned for Friday, May 8, with family and
friends. However, we had to cancel due to COVID19. We also moved from our small studio apartment in
the heart of Harrisburg to a small rental house in Lemoyne, a suburb of Harrisburg. We like our new rental
and plan to remain here until I complete seminary. My first year of seminary has now been completed,
along with my ministerial fieldwork at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church in Enola, Pennsylvania, and Samantha
has completed her first year of doctoral work too. This summer, I had planned to complete my clinical
pastoral education at the Penn State Milton S. Hershey Medical Center, although it has been canceled due
to COVID19. Hence, I will be completing this work next summer. As for the remainder of the summer, I
plan to take a summer intensive course: congregational formation and Christian education. Samantha is also
now enrolled at the seminary to obtain her certificate in theological studies in hopes of incorporating this
certificate into the work she already does in literacy education. In closing, Samantha and I would like to
offer the most exciting news—we are expecting our first child in December! So, with all of these changes, I
am so thankful for Zion’s steady support throughout my seminary education.
I look forward to the next time we see all of you and pray God’s blessing on you all. Stay safe, healthy, and
well.
Yours in Christ,
Dillon J. Epler
Dillon J. Epler, Seminarian
CONTACT INFORMATION:
Address: 334 Lowther Street Lemoyne, PA 17043
Phone: (570) 573-0535
Personal e-mail: epler112014@gmail.com
Seminary e-mail: depler@uls.edu
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GIFTS GIVEN TO THE GLORY OF GOD
THE CANDLES are given to the Glory of God and
In loving memory of Fred & Lesley Bommer and Anthony D’Alonzo by Melissa & Alexander D’Alonzo
THE ALTAR FLOWERS are given to the Glory of God and
In loving memory of Jane Springer love, Judy and Sonia
In loving memory of all mothers by Glenn & Lorie Fritzinger
In loving memory of her father, Clair Gerber by daughter, Marlene McLaughlin and family
In loving memory of Fred & Lesley Bommer and Anthony D’Alonzo by Melissa & Alexander D’Alonzo
In honor of the Confirmands by Judy Brennan and Beth Marcavage
MOTHERS DAY FLOWERS are given to the Glory of God and
In loving memory of Ruth Phillips, Edna Becker, and Shirley Becker by the family
In loving memory of their mothers, Bertha Cool and Florence Valentine by Kathleen Valentine
THE BULLETINS are given to the Glory of God and
In loving memory of my sister, Dodie Ferris Fitzpatrick on her birthday May 11th by Sandy Scott
In loving memory of our mothers, Jayne Taylor and Alma Rizzardi, by George and Mary Ruth Taylor
CURRENT FUND DONATIONS are given to the Glory of God and
Thank you from Erla Biasi to Pastor Cindy and the worship participants
In loving memory of our niece McKayla Wall by Fran & Joyce Arner
In loving memory of his sister Diane Miller by Fran & Joyce Arner
With Thanks to Pastor Cindy, George, Michael, Sandy, Joe & Marlin for the very inspirational Lenten
services by Dave & Darlene Fetterman;
Easter memorial in loving memory of Kendall McLaughlin given by Grandparents, Barry & Marlene
McLaughlin
In loving memory of the birthday of Mrs. E. A. Follweiler from her children and their families
In loving memory of Mrs. E. A. Follweiler for Mother’s Day from her children and their families
In loving memory of Mr. E. A. Follweiler for Father’s day from his children and their families
In loving memory of Michael Cappos for Father’s day from his children and their families
HELPING HAND FUND DONATIONS are given to the Glory of God and
In loving memory of Mrs. Pauline Schissler's birthday, April 29th given by Barry & Marlene McLaughlin
& sons
IMPROVEMENT FUND DONATIONS are given to the Glory of God and
In loving memory of Dorothy Rother Epler on Mother's Day by daughters, Francis, Joan & Carol
CAPITAL CAMPAIGN FUND DONATIONS are given to the Glory of God and
With Thanks to Pastor Cindy, Sandy, Joe, Patrick, George, and Michael for the beautiful "Together"
concert by Dave & Darlene Fetterman
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