
Planned
Giving

Gratitude
Give thanks to the Lord

for He is good; His loving kindness 
endures forever.

Psalm 136:1

Thoughtfulness
Giving in sensible and effective ways will 
maximize the size of your gift and may 

minimize your tax burden.

You are cordially
invited to become a 

member of the
Gebert Society 

The Gebert Society recognizes 
faithful members who have made provision for a 
gift to Zion in their wills or estate plans. Founded 
in 2021 to increase awareness of the vital role 
of planned giving in extending the outreach and 
ministry of Zion, the Society is named in honor of 
the Rev. Dr. George A. Gebert, the pastor respon-
sible for building Zion’s current facility.

NEXT STEPS
IF YOUR ARE STILL EXPLORING
* Speak with your financial and legal advisors
* Ask a member of the Endowment Committee 
for information on planned giving
* Contact the Parish Administrator at 570-668-
2180 or zionlcof@verizon.net.

IF YOU HAVE ALREADY MADE A PLANNED GIFT 
FOR THE CHURCH
* Please contact the Parish Administrator and 
share the information with us so that we may 
thank you.

Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church
101 Greenwood Street
Tamaqua, PA 18252

How you can support
the ministry of Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church 

through Planned Giving.

What is planned giving?
When it comes to planned giving, you know more 
than you think you know. 

For example, everyone knows about wills. You 
know what retirement plans are and about life 
insurance. You know what banks do and the 
basic financial product they offer.

This brochure is designed to give you an over-
view of the various ways that you can assure 
that the     ministry of Zion Evangelical Lutheran 
Church is supported for many years.

We are seeds of the future
for those who succeed us.

We dream and envision and set things in motion.

The fruition of our decisions will be known only 
to others whom we will not meet.

We are called to partner in faith with those who 
have gone before us and to offer the best that 
we have to give to those who will follow.

Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church
101 Greenwood Street
Tamaqua, PA 18252



Making a legacy gift

Thank you for considering a legacy gift to Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church.
Please consult with your professional advisors on how this gift will fit into your overall plans.

Wills
 Making a gift to the Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church through your will 
or revocable living trust is a simple and flexible way to assure the work of the 
church continues for years to come. There are several ways that you can make 
a gift through your will or trust.
 Specific gift: You describe exactly what kind of gift you want to leave 
to a specific individual or organization and the designated source. If you want 
to leave a specific dollar amount from a specific source or a particular item 
(such as a piece of property or a collector’s item), this is the type of bequest 
you would use. Example — Jeanne states in her will: “I leave my stamp collec-
tion to my grandson, Gregory. I leave my beach house to my daughter, Maria. I 
leave my securities to the Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church.”
 Residuary gift: This type of bequest is honored after all other be-
quests have been made, and all debts, expenses and taxes have been paid. 
Example — Elizabeth states in her will: “I give all the rest, residue and remain-
der of my real and personal estate to the Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church.”
 Contingent gift: This type of bequest is fulfilled if certain conditions 
are met. For instance, if your primary beneficiary does not survive you, you 
can indicate your next choice through a contingent bequest. Example — Rob-
ert states in his will: “I give all the rest, residue and remainder of my real and 
personal estate to my wife, Susan, if she survives me; if not, then 50 percent 
in equal shares to my children who survive me and 50 percent to the Zion 
Evangelical Lutheran Church.”

Retirement Assets
 A gift of your retirement assets, such as a gift from your IRA, 401(k), 
403(b), pension or other tax-deferred plan, is an excellent way to make a 

planned gift to the Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church. Because the Church is a 
nonprofit organization, we won’t pay income tax on the distribution nor will the 
gift be subject to estate tax. Your retirement assets may be transferred to Zion 
by completing a beneficiary designation form provided by your plan custodian.

Life Insurance
 The Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church accepts gifts of life insurance 
either as the beneficiary of a policy or as the sole owner and sole beneficiary. 
You can name Zion as a primary life insurance beneficiary or as a contingent 
beneficiary should your other beneficiaries not survive you. After your lifetime, 
the benefits from your policy pass to the Church, free of federal estate tax. To 
make this gift, simply contact your insurance carrier and request a beneficiary 
form.  
 This gift makes it simple to give; you maintain ownership of your policy 
and can change your mind and beneficiaries at any time. Example: Years ago, 
Dorothy bought a life insurance policy to protect her family. Her family no 
longer needed this protection, so she decided to name the Zion Evangelical 
Lutheran Church as the life insurance beneficiary. After Dorothy’s lifetime, the 
policy will benefit the church’s continuing work.
 Another option is to donate your paid-up life insurance policy to Zion. 
If the policy has a cash value, Zion would have the option of either holding the 
policy until the maturity date or surrendering the policy to receive the policy’s 
current cash value. Example: Art bought a life insurance policy years ago that 
he now wants to donate to Zion. Since he gave the policy to us, Art can claim 
an income tax charitable deduction. The total amount of the policy is removed 
from his estate, and we will use the gift to help ensure the work of the Church 
continues.


