
 

 

SATURDAY EVENING SERVICE – MEMORIAL DAY WEEKEND 
JUNE 5, 2021 

ZION LUTHERAN, TAMAQUA, PA 
GATHERING  
 Prelude: “Spirit of the Living God” – Audrey Assad 

Video: “A Blessing in Receiving” – ELCA Bishop Elizabeth Eaton  
Gathering Song: “Hold Us Together” - Matt Maher 
 

Welcome – Pastor Cindy White 
 
Gathering Words – Please remain seated 

This is the day the Lord has made.  
Let us rejoice and be glad in it 
People of God, enter this place with thanksgiving and praise, 
for the Lord is good. 
Come and rejoice, sing glory to God, 
for the Lord is good. 
Remember, the steadfast love of God endures forever, 
for the Lord is good. 
 

Godsightings – Pastor Cindy White 
 
Gathering prayer  
 Let us pray together … Loving God, some of us come to this place full of 
anticipation and joy, others come weary and tired. And some of us come here today 
wondering why we are even here. Renew us in your Holy Spirit. Remind us that your 
steadfast love follows us wherever we go. Increase our faith, that we may not lose 
heart or become burdened by the challenges of life. Help us hear again the words of 
Christ: “Whoever does the will of God is my brother and sister and mother.” We are 
yours, O God. Thank you for claiming us as your own. In the name of Christ, your Son 
and our savior, we pray. Amen. 

Sharing of Peace 
With an outstretched hand, and an open heart, I invite you to greet one another as brothers 
and sisters, as mothers and fathers. May the Peace of the Lord be with you always. 
 And also with you. 
 
THE WORD (Mark 3:20-35) 
Gospel reading – Please remain seated 

Holy God, may we taste and see the good things you are doing in our lives. 
May the words we hear inspire us to be your faithful followers. Amen. 

A reading from Mark:  Then Jesus entered a house, and again a crowd gathered, so that he 
and his disciples were not even able to eat. When his family heard about this, they went to 
take charge of him, for they said, “He is out of his mind.” And the teachers of the law who 
came down from Jerusalem said, “He is possessed by Beelzebul! By the prince of demons he 



 

 

is driving out demons.” So Jesus called them over to him and began to speak to them in 
parables: “How can Satan drive out Satan? If a kingdom is divided against itself, that 
kingdom cannot stand. If a house is divided against itself, that house cannot stand. And if 
Satan opposes himself and is divided, he cannot stand; his end has come. In fact, no one can 
enter a strong man’s house without first tying him up. Then he can plunder the strong 
man’s house. Truly I tell you, people can be forgiven all their sins and every slander they 
utter, but whoever blasphemes against the Holy Spirit will never be forgiven; they are 
guilty of an eternal sin.” He said this because they were saying, “He has an impure spirit.” 
Then Jesus’ mother and brothers arrived. Standing outside, they sent someone in to call 
him. A crowd was sitting around him, and they told him, “Your mother and brothers are 
outside looking for you.” “Who are my mother and my brothers?” he asked. Then he looked 
at those seated in a circle around him and said, “Here are my mother and my brothers! 

Whoever does God’s will is my brother and sister and mother.” 
The Gospel of Our Lord 
Praise to you, O Christ 

 
Today’s message – Pastor Cindy White 
 
Praise & Prayer 

Special music– Pastor Cindy White 

 Option 2: “Spirit of the Living God” – Audrey Assad 
Offering 

Let us pray: Almighty Creator, you have blessed us with abundant life and 
steadfast love. We offer these gifts to you, asking that your Holy Spirit will bless them 
and use them to shower grace and love upon our brothers and sisters, both near and 
far. In the name of Christ, we pray. Amen. 

Prayers of the People 
God calls us to be a praying people. Let us join in prayer, 

offering our praise, thanksgiving, and concerns to God … For the 
church throughout the world and for all who proclaim the message 
of God’s healing love. (Pause for silent prayer.) Lord in your mercy … 

Hear our prayer 
 
For all the nations and peoples of the earth, and for justice, 
mercy, and peace. (Pause for silent prayer.) Lord in your mercy … 

Hear our prayer 
 
For all who are needy, desolate, forgotten, suffering and/or 
lonely. (Pause for silent prayer.) Lord in your mercy … 

Hear our prayer 
For the sick in body, mind or spirit and for all who assist them 
with hands of healing. (Pause for silent prayer.) Lord in your mercy 

Hear our prayer 
 



 

 

For those burdened by anxious days and sleepless nights. 
(Pause for silent prayer.) Lord in your mercy … 
 Hear our prayer 
 
For the dying and the dead, and for those who mourn. (Pause 
for silent prayer.) Lord in your mercy … 

Hear our prayer 
 

For our community and those who live in it, and for our 
families, our companions, and all those we love. (Pause for silent 
prayer.) Lord in your mercy … 

Hear our prayer 
 
For our congregation. May we continue to welcome 

newcomers. Make Zion a place of hope and love for everyone in our 
community. (Pause for silent prayer) Lord in your mercy … 

Hear our prayer 
 

Loving God we give this week into your hands. Be with us in all 
that we will do, may we enjoy this week and learn and grow in it. 
Help us to open our eyes and hearts to your work in our lives. (Pause for silent prayer) 
Lord in your mercy … 

Hear our prayer 
 

Lord we raise up the special needs, concerns and prayers of 
those worshiping here this evening. Please feel free to offer any 
prayer that is on your heart. Lord in your mercy … 

Hear this prayer 

Generous God, as we celebrate your blessings in our lives, we ask you to hear our prayers 
for the world this day. Give us eyes to see and ears to hear the needs around us; give us 
courage to take action and patience to keep praying. In Jesus name.  Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer – Spoken – Please stand if you are able 

 

Sending 

Closing – “Spirit of the Living God” – Audrey Assad 

 Option 2: “May the Good Lord Bless and Keep You” – Jim Reeves 

Benediction 

Brothers and sisters, as you go from this place: extend grace to all, be faithful to 
Christ, and do not lose hope. May the Lord bless you and keep you. May the Lord make his 
face to shine upon you and bless you. Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

And all God’s people say …. 
 Thanks be to God. 


