September 2021
Newsletter for the Congregation
And Friends of

ZION EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
101 N. Greenwood Street, Tamaqua, PA 18252
(570) 668-2180 ~ FAX (570)668-2181
Pastor ~ Cindy White
Melody Gensure ~ Parish Administrator - Email~ zionlcof@verizon.net
Parish website ~ www.ziontamaqua.com

Our Mission: Zion proclaims the Gospel of Jesus Christ through Word and Sacrament as Gospel
messengers in the community. We seek to be instruments through which God transforms lives
and strengthens relationships within families and within our community of believers.
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Dear beloved members of Zion,
The council thought it imperative to let you know we are excited and pleased to be fully open
for services at Zion. Activities and committees have not been interrupted over the past 18 months
with the exception of in person contact. That being said here are some important updates.
1. We welcomed a new Bishop to the Northeast Penn synod in June. His name is Bishop
Christopher deForest. He worked closely with Bishop Zeiser during his time of service.
2. We have initiated a legacy giving program and established the Gebert Society to recognize
members who have included the church in their estate plans. We have sustained every
ministry and added additional opportunities as a result of generous gifts from past saints of
Zion over the past two years. This is as a result of planned giving.
3. We have new LED lighting in both of our worship spaces.
4. Diaper Depot provides free diapers and baby wipes each month.
5. Blessings (thrift store) has been created and is open frequently.
6. Wednesday Morning Prayer (online and PhoneStreamed) was introduced.
7. Culinary went back to the kitchen with our first in person event in June offering our
traditional Strawberry social. Many more events are being scheduled dependent upon the
COVID situation.
8. Culinary has had a commercial oven donated and installed.
9. A fire suppression system is being installed in the kitchen through funds raised by culinary.
10. Vacation Bible school was held August 9thand runs to the 13th, we had a very good turnout
and excellent response about the program from the children.
11. You may now listen to our services by phone if you do not have computer access. It’s a
local number: 570-393-2180. We are looking for monthly sponsors for this valuable
program for those members that do not have computers. This program allows them to
listen to services by calling in on the phone.
12. We are fortunate that our capital campaign generous contributions have been coming in at
a very regular rate. We are ahead of schedule for paying endowment back for the second
phase of our project. This will allow us to enter into phase three at an earlier time than
anticipated.
These are the current projects that are necessary for us to attend to now.
1. The boiler is being refitted by Dan Reigel at the cost of approximately $10,000.
2. Roof repair at the south end of the building at a cost of approximately $5,000 will
begin late summer.
3. Air conditioning units for the Pastor’s office and the library need to be replaced at a
cost of approximately $6,000. Council has elected to wait to do this until 2022 with
YOUR help.
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We are exceedingly grateful for the members who have and are continuing to contribute to all we
do here at Zion for Christ. This letter is an effort to open the hearts of those who have not made
church a financial priority over the pandemic or the past decade. We prayerfully encourage
involvement for all of members of Zion willing to invest themselves in our church community.
We have every hope that Zion and its ministries are important to and for all of us.
On September 19th we are having a Back to Church service inviting all members to return to
church with a grateful and thankful heart and move forward in faith to support God’s church and
its work in this community and beyond. We hope to see you soon. Following service, we are
planning Back to Church dinner and fellowship. We pray and hope to see you soon.
With mutual love in Christ,
Chris H. Henritzy, President of Council
Rev. Cindy L. White

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 02, 2021
here at Zion, Miller Keystone will be
holding a blood drive from 8:00 am
until 1:00 pm. 20 spots are available
you can sign up in the gathering room or online at
https://donor.giveapint.org/donor/schedules/drive_schedule/84213 If you
have questions, please see Pastor Cindy.
1 Day Only Bag Sale at Zion’s Blessings Thrift Shop, Saturday, September 11
from 8:30 to 1:00 PM, Bags $15 or price as marked. Help is needed please see Judy
Brennan.
A Fellowship Potluck will be held on Back to Church Sunday, September
19, following the morning worship service. Sign-up sheets are available in
the gathering room. Hope to see you there!
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GOD’S WORK, OUR HANDS SUNDAY, September 12, 2021 - Visit the Zion
website (www.ziontamaqua.com) to learn more about the God’s Work, Our Hands event
at Zion this year. Two projects are available. #1 – Cemetery workday. A work crew will
be trimming and cleaning up at the Zion cemetery on Dutch Hill. (gloves, cutters) #2 –
Tamaqua Public Library – light gardening work (gloves, shovel, rakes, buckets). If you
cannot participate in one of these projects, we encourage all Zion members to do
something for God’s Work, Our Hands Sunday for a neighbor, friend or family member.
Sign up online at www.ziontamaqua,com or leave a message on the office phone at 570668-2180.

Culinary is selling hoagies for pick-up September 23rd from 12:00 noon -4:00 pm.
Please order by Friday, September 19. Cost is $6.00. Order on the Zion website
or call Mary Ruth at (570)668-4451.

Now Accepting Registrations for Sunday School!
It's that time again! We are excited to get back into the classroom! Sunday School
is open to children age 2 and up. Registration forms are located on the Gathering
Room Table under the Christian Education Bulletin Board. For questions or more
information please contact Michael Haspe at zionlutheraneducation@gmail.com.
Now Accepting Registrations for Confirmation!
The catechetical process is a 2-year period of instruction which normally begins
when the student enters 7th grade. The Rite of Confirmation is held in the spring
on Pentecost, upon the completion of the 2-year instruction period. Adult
Confirmation classes are also available upon request. Registration forms are
located on the Gathering Room Table under the Christian Education Bulletin
Board. For questions or more information please contact Michael Haspe at
zionlutheraneducation@gmail.com.
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An Altar Flower sponsor is needed for September 26th and
Bulletin sponsors are needed for the month,
Please call the church office if you are interested. Thank you.
Altar Flower and Bulletin Sponsors are needed for 2021
- The Altar Flower and Bulletin Sponsor list for 2021 is on the
table in the gathering room. The cost of the flowers are $26.50
and individuals will be billed from the florist. The cost of the
bulletin sponsorship is $16.00 and monies are due when you place
your name on the list. You can also sponsor the Candles for the
month at $40. Please remember to fill out a card with your
honorarium or memorial this information is needed for the
bulletin. Please do not sign up without filling out a form. These
sponsorships are on a first come first serve basis; this is to ensure
that everyone has equal opportunity to sponsor these memorials.
Please contact the church office if you have questions. Thank you
in advance for your cooperation.

Morning Prayer on Facebook and Website: Rev. Cindy White reads a
selected Bible verse and offers a brief message or song Wednesdays at 9 a.m.
Individuals with specific prayer requests can email those requests to Pastor
White at zionlutheranrev@gmail.com.

Services Streamed on your phone - Zion has
begun offering worship services and messages through
a phone streaming service. The target audience is our
homebound members who receive calls when a service
or message is about to begin. Anyone can call 570-3932180 (it’s a local number) and listen. Services are
recorded so a caller can listen to recent services or
messages. The service costs $59 per month. Would you
consider being a sponsor for a month? If you feel called
to be a sponsor, please write PHONELIVE STREAM on
your envelope or check.
5

Zion’s 2021 Church Council officers: Chris Henritzy, President, Michael Haspe, Vice-President,
Tiffany Warden, Secretary, Dave Gensure, Treasurer, and Ann Marie Hadesty, Financial Secretary.
Other members of Council include: Judy Brennan, Sam Caley, Arlene Derr, Ernie Henritzy, Glenn
Fritzinger, Brian Lawfer, Bob Maue, and Mary Ruth Taylor; if you have suggestions or concerns,
please seek out a member of Council so that we can promptly address the needs of the congregation.

P

lease note if you have recently become a member or feel there are changes in your
membership information please fill out a membership packet located in the Gathering
Room. If you need them sent to you, please contact the church office. Thank you for
keeping our records up to date.
Upcoming Events
September 11 –Blessings Thrift Sale
September 12 – God’s Work, Our Hands
September 19 – Back to Church Sunday/ Fellowship Potluck
September 23 – Hoagie Sale Pick-up
October 2 – Blood Drive
October 3 – Pierogi Sale Pick-Up

Would you like to make a gift to our Capital Campaign today? Do you
need an envelope for your gift? Blank envelopes can be found in the rear
of the church on either side. Please just write your name and Capital
Campaign on the envelope so we can give you credit; and place the
envelope in the boxes found on the wall on either side at the back on the
sanctuary. For information on our Capital Campaign, please visit our
website at http://www.ziontamaqua.com/capital-campaign/

Please Join Us!
Saturday Worship – 5:30 pm
Confirmation Class – 8:00 am
Sunday Worship – 9:00 am
Christian Education – 10:15 am
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DEADLINE:

All information for

Office Hours ~
Monday & Wednesday
12:00 – 5:00 pm
Tuesday & Thursday
8:00 am – 1:00 pm
Pastor’s Office Hours ~
Wednesday
11:00 am – 5:00 pm

the October issue of the “Herald” is due
at the church office no later than Monday,
September 20, 2021. You may e-mail
your information to zionlcof@verizon.net
or stop in during regular office hours.
Thank you for your co-operation!

Please use door located on Mauch
Chunk Street, ring bell

Hospitalizations - If you or
someone you know is hospitalized, please call
the church office at 668-2180. Due to the
HIPAA Law names are no longer published in
the newspaper and we are not contacted by the
hospital unless the patient requests it, when
admitted, let them know you are a member of
Zion Lutheran church. Zion Lutheran Church
Lehigh Valley System Hospital Code is 356; If
you are admitted to a hospital in the Lehigh
Valley Hospital system (not St. Luke’s/
Miner’s) and you want our church and Pastor
to be notified, provide Zion’s Code # 356 when
you provide admission information.

Please note if you have
signed up for Altar
Flowers, Bulletins or
Candles please fill out a
sponsor form. Forms
should be filled out
when placing your
name on the sign-up
sheet. Thank you.

Eucharistic Ministers – Judy Brennan, Deb
Davies, and Paul Fegley were each trained to
be Eucharistic Ministers by Lutheran
Congregational Services. They are available
to those who have not been able to attend
Zion regularly offering them a time to visit
and communion. They will call before they
come. If you would like a visit and
communion, please contact the church office
at 570-668-2180.

Wisdom of Solomon 5:15
But the righteous live forever,
and their reward
is with the Lord;
the Most High takes
care of them.
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In talking with the people John says in Luke 3:11 “Whoever has
two tunics should share with him who has none, and whoever
has food should do the same.” This is a reminder that the People
Pantry is being used heavily and in need of donations. While
grocery shopping pick up an extra item to share with our less
fortunate community neighbors. “Each one must give as he has
decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God
loves a cheerful giver.” 2 Corinthians 9:7

COMMITTEE CONTACT PEOPLE
Altar Guild
Finance
Endowment
Care Corps
Capital Campaign
Outreach
Culinary Crew
Blessings Sale
Property
Catechetical Coordinator
Christian Education/Sunday School
/ VBS
Acolyte Director
Worship and Music/Choir

Sandy Graham - 570-449-1092
Bob Jones - rjones4621@aol.com
Walter Weston - gutww@verizon.net
Gail Jones- rjones4621@aol.com
Dave Fetterman – dfet@ptd.net
George Taylor - gtay200@verizon.net
Glenn Fritzinger - frit5157@ptd.net
Judy Brennan - jdymatteo@yahoo.com
Mark Valentine- maval1@ptd.net
Pastor White - Loupastor4@gmail.com
Michael Haspe - mhaspe@aol.com
Art Connely - (570) 668-5370
Sandy Mehalko - joesan@ptd.net

Please continue to use your Boyer’s key tag every time you shop in any
Boyer’s Markets. If you do not have a Boyer's tag, please ask for one from
Beth Marcavage, Ann Marie Hadesty or Melody Gensure. Thank you for
your participation in this program. Keep using those cards!
We also collect REDNER's receipts and turn them in for cash please put
them in the container in the Gathering room or mail them to the church
office. Please keep saving your receipts! Please note if you are turning in
Redner’s receipts please do not cut off the Save a tape portion of the receipt, this makes it invalid
and we cannot turn them in, thank you and keep saving!
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WHAT IS myEoffering? myEoffering is a service we’ve teamed
up with to give you the ability to send your offerings online in the
same way that many of you already pay bills and purchase
products. WHY SHOULD I USE myEoffering? Many of you
already pay for most of your purchases electronically, whether
online or with a credit or debit card. So we have decided to offer
this service as a convenience to you - you can stop writing checks
or having to remember to bring cash every Sunday. Simply log in
to myEoffering and set up your offering. More information is found
in the Gathering Room or on the website www.ziontamaqua.com

Zion is on Instagram. Go to the website or Facebook for
complete instructions or scan the QR code.

Please welcome our new member Carol Hartung. Carol was received
into membership on August 8, 2021. May she be blessed by her
commitment to God and her participation in this faith family.

June 2021 Council Highlights
•
•

•

•

Although held virtually this year due to COVID-19, the annual Synod Assembly was a success.
Blessings thrift shop continues to be a huge asset to our church. Since the start of the shop, we have
reached close to 875 customers and have received income of approximately $11,500. Efforts from all
those involved prior to, during, and after each sale is greatly appreciated from all.
Council approved necessary work to be done on the right corner of Mauch Chunk Street and on the
boiler within the church with work to be completed by Romano and Reigel Plumbing and Heating
respectively.
Council approved to reinstate all standard church practices prior to COVID-19 as of June 28, 2021
with no further restrictions.
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Celebration of Baptisms
❖ Charlotte Sultana Matalavage, daughter of
Sally Alonge and Ryan Matalavage, received
the Sacrament of Holy Baptism during our
Sunday morning worship service on August
1, 2021. Charlotte’s Godparents are Carol
Tempest and Michael Haspe.
❖ Gabriel Jon Shirvinski, son of Jonathan and
Lisa Shirvinski, received the Sacrament of Holy Baptism during our Sunday morning worship
service on August 15, 2021. Gabriel’s Godparents are Wendy Shirvinski and Paul Shirvinski.
❖ Adalynn Marie Boyer, daughter of Alyssa Casler and Ryan Boyer, received the Sacrament of
Holy Baptism during a Sunday service on August 22, 2021. Adalynn’s Godparents are Stefanie
Gensure & Tyler Seiger.
❖ Ava Lynn Miller, daughter of Alesia Casler and Matthew Miller, received the Sacrament of Holy
Baptism during a Sunday service on August 22, 2021. Ava’s Godparents are Ashly Casler &
Corey Hamm.
We welcome them as baptized members of Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church. May the blessing
of our Lord be upon the parents and godparents in nurturing these children in the light of faith.

Office Hours
Monday & Wednesday 12:00 – 5:00 pm
Tuesday & Thursday 8:00 am – 1:00 pm
Friday – Closed
If you need assistance, please call and leave a message. Please note
that office hours are flexible due to vacations and leave so please call
ahead to ensure that someone will be in the office.
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GIFTS GIVEN TO THE GLORY OF GOD
THE CANDLES are given to the Glory of God and
In loving memory of Gary Marcavage and loved ones by Beth Marcavage
In loving memory of her parents, Arlington and Yustina Hawk by Dave and Darlene Fetterman
THE ALTAR FLOWERS are given to the Glory of God and
In loving memory of the wedding anniversaries of Betty & Arthur Connely & Bert & Jane Osenbach by
Sharon & Arthur Connely
In honor of our 45th Wedding Anniversary by Dave and Darlene Fetterman
In loving memory of Paul (Rufie) Derr by daughter, Arlene
In loving memory of the June 24th birthday of her father, Irvin Huegel by Fern Rudenko
In loving memory of friends and family by Bill and Lori Krell
In loving memory of my mother, Jane Springer love, Judy Brennan
In honor of Noah’s 1st birthday in July and the July birthdays of Mike and Ollie and in loving memory of
pap by Kathy and Mike Miller
In honor of Pastor Cindy’s parents, Jim and Beauty White for their July Birthdays by Pastor Cindy
In honor of Gail Jones, whose birthday is August 6 by George and Mary Ruth Taylor
In honor of her daughters’ birthdays, Corinne Mary Hutchinson and Corinne Ruth Krieg by Mom
In loving memory of Jean Derr by daughter, Arlene
In honor of the baptism of Adalynn Marie Boyer and Ava Lynn Miller by the family
In honor and in memory of both our mother’s birthdays on August 30th by Roxanne and Joseph Harvilla
THE BULLETINS are given to the Glory of God and
In honor of the June 9th birthday of George Taylor by Mary Ruth, Brandon, Neha and Michael
In honor of Mrs. Trakes by the Property Committee
In loving memory of their fathers, Harry and Gus by George and Mary Ruth Taylor
In loving memory of Carl W. Koch Sr. and Carl W. Koch Jr. by John and Carol Dietrich and family
In honor of this Great Country by Gerry Zeigler
In loving memory of my sister, Audrey Ferris Drake on her 90th birthday, July 9th by sister, Sandy Scott
In loving memory of my father, Clair Gerber by daughter Marlene McLaughlin & family
In loving memory of my brother, Carl Gerber by sister, Marlene McLaughlin & family
In honor of Kathleen Valentine for her 92nd birthday on August 26th by Mark & Charlene Valentine
In loving memory of all loved ones & wonderful volunteers by Beth
HELPING HAND FUND DONATIONS are given to the Glory of God:
In loving memory of the June 18th birthday of Charles “Chunky” Schissler by Barry and Marlene
McLaughlin and sons
CAPITAL CAMPAIGN FUND DONATIONS are given to the Glory of God and
In loving memory of loved ones by Paul & Irene Pecha
ENDOWMENT FUND DONATIONS are given to the Glory of God and
In loving memory of Gwendolyn Evans from Janet & John Mettler and Richard Gibson
In loving memory of Gwendolyn Evans by Ron & Karen Calarco
In loving memory of Gwen Evans by Ronald and Mary Clemson
In loving memory of Gwen Evans by Joan Yacobenas
In loving memory of Charlie Parrish by Louis Caoutanio
In loving memory of Charles Parrish by Joseph Capitanio
In loving memory of Gwendolyn Evans by JoAnn and Steve Dobrosky
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CURRENT FUND DONATIONS are given to the Glory of God and
In loving memory of Gwen Evans by Beth Marcavage
In honor of Avery Deitrich on her Confirmation by Aunt Beth
In honor of the 2021 graduates by Beth Marcavage
In memory of loved ones by John & Carol Dietrich and family
In honor of all who helped with the June thrift sale by Lori Krell
In honor of our son, Jeff Springer by Mom, John and J.B.
In loving memory of my husband, John on our wedding anniversary, June 7th and for Father’s Day by
Sharon Haldeman
In honor of my son, Michael on Father’s Day by Sharon Haldeman
In loving memory of my brother-in-law, Randy Kennedy who entered God’s Holy Kingdom on June 6th.
May he rest in peace by Sharon Haldeman
In loving memory of my dad, Hub Becker by Beth Marcavage

In honor of Cara Lynn and Tessa Lynn Mehalko and their sister, Quinn by Mr. and Mrs. Joe
Mehalko
In loving memory of Mary Christ by Judy Brennan
In honor of Zion’s Confirmands and all Graduates in 2021 by John and Carol Dietrich
In loving memory of loved ones by Mary Koch
In loving memory of Gwen Evans by JoAnn and Steve Dobrosky
In loving memory of Gwen Evans by Mary Slobada
In loving memory of her brother, Carl W. Koch Jr. by John and Carol Dietrich
In honor of Gail Jones' August 6th birthday by Paul & Irene Pecha
In honor of the 8th birthday of Gabby Goho by Aunt Beth
In loving memory of my dear friend, Betty Davies by June Seeds
In loving memory of Mae Schock and Dommie Rosato by Judy Brennan
In loving memory of Mae Schock by the Sneddon family

Please note that memorials will no longer be taken over the phone, money is due
when the memorial is to be placed in the handout. Please write out your memorial,
include your donation and specify which fund you would like to donate to. Thank you.

Remember to shop with the AmazonSmile program.
Amazon will donate 0.5% of the price of your eligible
AmazonSmile purchases to Zion whenever you shop on
AmazonSmile. AmazonSmile is the same Amazon you
know. Same products, same prices, same service. Support
Zion by shopping at smile.amazon.com. Just go to our
website or Facebook and click the link. Thanks in advance
for your support!!
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ZION EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
101 N. Greenwood Street
Tamaqua, PA 18252
Return Service Requested

This Newsletter was prepared
Especially for:

September 2021
Newsletter
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