
 

 

SATURDAY	EVENING	SERVICE	
DECEMBER	11,	2021	–	THIRD	WEEKEND		OF	ADVENT	

ZION	LUTHERAN,	TAMAQUA,	PA	
	
GATHERING		
	 Prelude:	“Come	Thou	Fount	of	Every	Blessing”	

Video:	“Getting	Christmas	Right”	
Gathering	Song:	“Prepare	the	Royal	Highway”	
	

Welcome	–	Pastor	Cindy	White	
	
Gathering	Words	–	Please	remain	seated	

This	is	the	day	the	Lord	has	made.		
Let	us	rejoice	and	be	glad	in	it	
Be	with	us,	Lord,	as	you	send	him	to	us.	The	thunder	rumbles:	
Lead	us	to	the	bending	rainbow.	
The	sands	creep:	
Lead	us	to	the	blooming	flower.		
The	winter	blows:		
Lead	us	to	the	glowing	candle.		
The	spring	breaks:	
Lead	us	to	the	thawing	river.	
The	suffering	one	comes:	
Lead	us	to	the	rocking	cradle.	

Sharing	of	Peace	
	 Grace and peace to you from the One who is, who was, and who is to 

come. May the Peace of the Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

	
Godsightings:	

What	are	Godsightings?	They’re	instances	in	our	daily	lives	when	we’ve	
seen	God	at	work—often	through	the	acts	of	others.		

We	recognize	God	at	work	when	we	see	acts	of	goodness,	faithfulness,	
gentleness,	self-control,	love,	peace,	patience,	kindness	and	caring.	

Where	have	you	seen	God	at	work	in	your	life?	
	
Gathering	prayer	
	 Rejoice	in	the	Lord	always;	again	I	will	say,	Rejoice.	



 

 

	 Let	us	pray	together	…	Source	of	compassion	and	grace,	
we	yearn	to	embody	the	joy	of	your	salvation,	but	we	are	easily	
distracted	by	the	demands	of	the	season;	we	long	to	taste	the	wellspring	
of	your	mercy,	but	we	are	caught	up	in	the	frenzy	of	the	holidays.	Be	our	
quiet	center,	that	we	may	find	your	joy	deep	within.	Be	our	secret	heart,	
that	we	may	live	lives	of	love	wherever	we	go.	In	your	holy	name,	we	
pray.	Amen.	

Lighting of the Third Advent candle – Please remain seated 
 Video: The Candle of Joy 
 
All sing together: 

O come, O come, Emmanuel 
And ransom captive Israel 
That mourns in lonely exile here 
Until the Son of God appear 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
Shall come to thee, O Israel. 

 
The Advent wreath is a circle with no beginning and no end. It is a symbol of 
God’s unending love and faithfulness.  
 Its light reminds us of Jesus, the light of the world. 

In him was life, and the life was the light of all people. 
The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome 

it.  
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived 

in a land of deep darkness on them light has shined. 
Week by week, the light grows stronger and brighter, as we anticipate 

the coming Christ. 
The candles of Hope and Peace are already ablaze. Today, we light the 

candle of Joy. 
We excitedly anticipate the coming of the Mighty One.  The promise of 

healing, comfort, liberty, and freedom is good news that is meant to be 
shared! 

Rejoicing in the mercy and justice of our Lord, we kindle this flame.  
Together, we lift our hearts and voices in songs of joy. 
 
All sing as third candle is lit: 
  Oh, come, blest Dayspring, come and cheer 



 

 

  our spirits by your advent here; 
  disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 
 and death’s dark shadows put to flight. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
Shall come to thee, O Israel. 

	
THE	WORD	(Luke	3:	7-18)	
Gospel	reading	–	Please	remain	seated	

Holy	God,	may	we	taste	and	see	the	good	things	you	are	doing	in	our	
lives.	

May	the	words	we	hear	inspire	us	to	be	your	faithful	followers.	
Amen.	

	
A	reading	from	Luke:		John	said	to	the	crowds	coming	out	to	be	baptized	by	
him,	“You	brood	of	vipers!	Who	warned	you	to	flee	from	the	coming	
wrath?	Produce	fruit	in	keeping	with	repentance.	And	do	not	begin	to	say	to	
yourselves,	‘We	have	Abraham	as	our	father.’	For	I	tell	you	that	out	of	these	
stones	God	can	raise	up	children	for	Abraham.	The	ax	is	already	at	the	root	of	
the	trees,	and	every	tree	that	does	not	produce	good	fruit	will	be	cut	down	and	
thrown	into	the	fire.”	“What	should	we	do	then?”	the	crowd	asked.	John	
answered,	“Anyone	who	has	two	shirts	should	share	with	the	one	who	has	
none,	and	anyone	who	has	food	should	do	the	same.”	Even	tax	collectors	came	
to	be	baptized.	“Teacher,”	they	asked,	“what	should	we	do?”	“Don’t	collect	any	
more	than	you	are	required	to,”	he	told	them.	Then	some	soldiers	asked	him,	
“And	what	should	we	do?”	He	replied,	“Don’t	extort	money	and	don’t	accuse	
people	falsely—be	content	with	your	pay.”	The	people	were	waiting	
expectantly	and	were	all	wondering	in	their	hearts	if	John	might	possibly	be	
the	Messiah.	John	answered	them	all,	“I	baptize	you	with	water.	But	one	who	is	
more	powerful	than	I	will	come,	the	straps	of	whose	sandals	I	am	not	worthy	
to	untie.	He	will	baptize	you	with	the	Holy	Spirit	and	fire.	His	winnowing	
fork	is	in	his	hand	to	clear	his	threshing	floor	and	to	gather	the	wheat	into	his	
barn,	but	he	will	burn	up	the	chaff	with	unquenchable	fire.”	And	with	many	
other	words	John	exhorted	the	people	and	proclaimed	the	good	news	to	them.	
										The	Word	of	Our	Lord	
										Thanks	be	to	God!	
 
Today’s	message	–	Pastor	Cindy	White	
	
Praise	&	Prayer	



 

 

Paise	song:	“People	Look	East”	
	
Offering	our	gifts	

Let	us	pray:	Almighty	Creator,	you	have	blessed	us	with	abundant	
life	and	steadfast	love.	We	offer	these	gifts	to	you,	asking	that	your	Holy	
Spirit	will	bless	them	and	use	them	to	shower	grace	and	love	upon	our	
brothers	and	sisters,	both	near	and	far.	In	the	name	of	Christ,	we	pray.	
Amen.	

Prayers	of	the	People	
God	calls	us	to	be	a	praying	people.	Let	us	join	in	prayer,	

offering	our	praise,	thanksgiving,	and	concerns	to	God	…	For	the	
church	throughout	the	world	and	for	all	who	proclaim	the	message	
of	God’s	healing	love.	(Pause	for	silent	prayer.)	Lord	in	your	mercy	…	

Hear	our	prayer	
	

For	all	the	nations	and	peoples	of	the	earth,	and	for	justice,	
mercy,	and	peace.	(Pause	for	silent	prayer.)	Lord	in	your	mercy	…	

Hear	our	prayer	
	

For	all	who	are	needy,	desolate,	forgotten,	suffering	and/or	
lonely.	(Pause	for	silent	prayer.)	Lord	in	your	mercy	…	

Hear	our	prayer	
	
For	the	sick	in	body,	mind	or	spirit	and	for	all	who	assist	them	

with	hands	of	healing.	(Pause	for	silent	prayer.)	Lord	in	your	mercy	
Hear	our	prayer	

	
For	those	burdened	by	anxious	days	and	sleepless	nights.	

(Pause	for	silent	prayer.)	Lord	in	your	mercy	…					Hear	our	prayer	
	

For	the	dying	and	the	dead,	and	for	those	who	mourn.	(Pause	
for	silent	prayer.)	Lord	in	your	mercy	…						Hear	our	prayer	
	

For	our	community	and	those	who	live	in	it,	and	for	our	
families,	our	companions,	and	all	those	we	love.	(Pause	for	silent	
prayer.)	Lord	in	your	mercy	…		 Hear	our	prayer	

For	our	congregation.	May	we	continue	to	welcome	
newcomers.	Continue	to	make	Zion	a	place	of	hope	and	love	for	everyone	in	



 

 

our	community.	(Pause	for	silent	prayer)	Lord	in	your	mercy	…	 	 Hear	
our	prayer	
	

Loving	God	we	give	this	week	into	your	hands.	Be	with	us	in	all	
that	we	will	do,	may	we	enjoy	this	week	and	learn	and	grow	in	it.	
Help	us	to	open	our	eyes	and	hearts	to	your	work	in	our	lives.	(Pause	for	silent	
prayer)	Lord	in	your	mercy	…	Hear	our	prayer	

	
Lord	we	raise	up	the	special	needs,	concerns	and	prayers	of	

those	worshiping	here	this	evening.	Please	feel	free	to	offer	any	
prayer	that	is	on	your	heart.	Lord	in	your	mercy	…	

Hear	this	prayer	

Generous	God,	as	we	celebrate	your	blessings	in	our	lives,	we	ask	you	to	
hear	our	prayers	for	the	world	this	day.	Give	us	eyes	to	see	and	ears	to	hear	
the	needs	around	us;	give	us	courage	to	take	action	and	patience	to	keep	
praying.	In	Jesus	name.	Amen.	

The	Lord’s	Prayer	–	Spoken	
The	sending	
Sending	song:	“Prayer	of	St.	Francis”	
	
Benediction	
Go	with	the	joy	of	the	Lord	on	your	lips.	Go	with	the	peace	of	Christ	in	your	
hearts.	Go	with	the	strength	of	the	Holy	Spirit	
in	every	step	you	take.	May	the	Lord	bless	you	and	keep	you.	May	the	Lord	
make	his	face	to	shine	upon	you	and	bless	you.	Go	in	peace	to	love	and	serve	
the	Lord.	

And	all	God’s	people	say	….	
	 Thanks	be	to	God.	


